AP Biology Syllabus 2012-2013
Instructor:


Mr. Granville

E-mail:


Granville@fultonschools.org (Best way to contact me)
Office Hours:


Most mornings from 8:00-8:30 (Extra help)




Afternoons by appointment





Tuesdays or Wednesdays after school will be weekly AP review sessions!

Phone Number:

770-552-4500
Text:
Biology, Campbell. Replacement cost: $109.97
Course Objectives:
The primary focus is to examine various aspects concerning biology as listed below and to prepare for the AP exam:
· To increase specific knowledge and understanding of general biology
· Develop scientific literacy, problem solving skills, and an understanding of the interrelationship living things
· To increase student’s knowledge of and appropriate use of terminology related to biology
· To increase awareness of how biology fits into real life 

· To increase student’s skills in communication, collaboration, and consultation within groups
· To increase the student’s knowledge of the use of technology in science

Attendance/Participation:
Attendance will be recorded at the beginning of each class and participation will be



considered as part of your final grade. You must be in class to participate!

Makeup Policy:

It is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher to request missing assignments.



Students are allowed the same length of time to complete the assignments as the length 



of the absence.
Tests: All tests must be made-up starting at 7:30 the Tuesday or Thursday morning after returning to school, which ever day is first. The only exception to this is if the student is absent for more than the day of the test. Then the student will have the length of time of the absence, no longer! If a test is not made up within the time specified by the teacher, the student will receive a zero on the test. Test make-ups may be all essay.
Quizzes: One should be prepared for quizzes at any time. Make-ups for quizzes will be the first day you return. 

Labs: One should try to attend school on all lab days.  All labs must be made up according to the test schedule above and the student must make arrangements with the teacher upon his/her return. Any lab not made up within a week will receive a zero!
Homework Policy:
Homework will be assigned regularly to assist students in understanding scientific processes. It will be graded as all or nothing assignment. NO CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN FOR LATE HOMEWORK!
Recovery:

1.
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

Tardy Policy:
All students must be in class and in their seats when the tardy bell rings. Anyone who is tardy must sign the tardy book in the front of the class.


Consequences:


1st tardy:

Warning


2nd tardy

15 minute detention with teacher next day before school


3rd tardy

30 minute detention with teacher next day before school

4th & 5th tardies
Public detention


6th + tardies

Office referral for (SOS, ISS, or OSS)

Academic Honesty Policy:
Students are expected to recognize and uphold standards of intellectual and academic integrity. Every RHS student is honor bound to refrain from unethical conduct related to his/her academic work such as lying, cheating, stealing,…plagiarism. I expect as a basic and minimum standard of conduct in all academic matters that students be honest and that they submit only the products of their own efforts. If violations of appropriate conduct occur, reports on official record will be noted and consequences will be rendered according to the student handbook. The academic honesty pledge will be required on all major graded assignments.
Grading scale:
90-100

A

80-89 B

70-79 C

0-69 F

Grade determination:




1st


2nd


Tests



45%


45%




Homework/daily work
 5%


  5%




Quizzes


10%
  

 10%






Labs



25%


 25%




*Final Exam/Project

15%       

 15%


             *Final is cumulative each semester
The Big Ideas to be covered:

1) The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life.

2) Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce, and to maintain dynamic homeostasis.

3) Living systems store, retrieve, transmit, and respond to information essential to life processes.

4) Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties.
Tentative Course Outline:

Topic




Chapter(s)


Time 


# of Tests
Big Idea
Biochemistry, Origin of Life

    2-5, 26


2 weeks

       1

     1, 2
Cytology



    6, 7, 14, 26


2 weeks

       1

     1, 2
Bioenergetics



    8-10 


3 weeks

       1

     1, 2, 3
Molecular Genetics, Communication
    11-21


6 weeks

       3

     1, 2, 3
Organic Variation/Taxonomy
  
    22-28


3 weeks

       2

     1, 2, 3
***************************************Semester**********************************************
Diversity of life


    29-49 


10 weeks

       4

    1, 2, 3, 4
Ecology



    50-55


4 weeks

       3

    1, 2, 3, 4
Review







2 weeks

Final Project







2 weeks
Labs:
There are 13 suggested labs this year which will require extra time. Each may require extra time before or after school. Each of these labs is in the lab book. The lab topics are Diffusion and Osmosis, Enzyme Catalysis, Mitosis and Meiosis, Plant Pigments and Photosynthesis, Cell Respiration, Molecular Biology, Genetics of Organisms, Population Genetics and Evolution, Transpiration, Physiology of the Circulatory System, Animal Behavior, and Dissolved Oxygen and Aquatic Primary Productivity.
Class Rules:




· Be respectful to others
· Follow all policies, procedures in the student handbook for RHS

· No food or drink other than water will be allowed

· Please raise your hand to leave your seat or speak

· Come prepared for class with; notebook, pen, pencil, and a non-graphing calculator

· Restroom passes are given after the first five minutes of class and NOT during important class procedures

· Follow all lab rules

· Use only pens with blue and black ink on assignments

· Graphing calculators will not be allowed to be used on tests
Teacher Expectations:


· Keep up with all reading in the text

· Come in for help when needed

· Class participation and involvement are critical elements of this course

· Take the AP test in May
Please sign below, detach, and return to teacher by 8/15/12 
We have read the above AP Biology syllabus for 2012-13 school year and are aware of the course and teacher’s expectations.

Print student name: 
______________________________________
Date _________________________
Student signature: 
______________________________________

Student e-mail:  
______________________________________

Parent signature: 
______________________________________

Parent e-mail: 

______________________________________

Parent phone

Home __________________
Work __________________Cell ___________________
Please list any health or medical concerns of which the teacher should be aware: ______________________________
