Honors Biology Syllabus 2012-13
Instructor:


Mr. Granville
E-mail:


granville@fultonschools.org (Best way to contact me)
Website:


http://mrgranvillessite.weebly.com
Office Hours:


Mornings and Afternoons by appointment

Phone Number:

770-552-4500 
Text:
Biology: McDougal Littell. Replacement cost: $76.98
Materials:
Students will need a 3-prong folder, paper, pencils, and pens. They will also need to leave a 1.5-2” binder in the classroom in which they will put old notes and study guides in preparation for the EOCT.   It is suggested that students have color pencils and pens, a flash drive, and a scientific, non-graphing calculator.
Course Description:
The Biology curriculum continues students’ investigations of the life sciences that began in Grades K-8 (see Fulton County System wide Science Vertical Instructional Framework). The course is designed to provide students with the necessary knowledge and skills to become literate, knowledgeable, and proficient in biology. Biology extends the life sciences to more abstract concepts including, interdependence of organisms, the relationship between matter, energy, and organisms, the behavior or organisms, and evolution. These concepts are investigated through laboratory experiences and fieldwork designed for students to develop appropriate knowledge and skills in science as inquiry. The course is designed to assist students in developing the skills and discipline needed to succeed in an upper-level course.
Outcome Expectations:
At the end of this course students should be able to:

1. Use appropriate scientific tools to observe, record, organize, analyze, interpret, write, and present the results of scientific investigations clearly and accurately.

2. Relate the importance of the chemistry life to cellular structures and functions in both prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells. 

3. Describe and explain the role of DNA and RNA in transfer of traits to successive generations under both asexual and sexual situations.

4. Show and explain the scientific evidence for the process of evolution and how it drives the diversity and unity of life.
5. Trace the history of the theory of evolution and evaluate the role of natural selection in the development of the theory.

6. Relate the complexity of organisms to how they obtain, transform, transport, release, and eliminate matter and energy to grow, to reproduce, and to maintain homeostasis.
7. Investigate and assess the complex properties of interdependence between organisms and on the flow of matter within their ecosystems.
8. Explore and discuss how living systems store, retrieve, transmit and respond to information essential to life processes.

9. Read and responds to various levels of literature as well as distinguish between scientific evidence and unsupported claims. 
Attendance/Participation:
Attendance will be recorded at the beginning of each class and participation will be



considered as part of your final grade. You must be in class to participate!
Tardy Policy:
All students must be in class and in their seats when the tardy bell rings. Anyone who is tardy must sign the tardy book in the front of the class.


Consequences:


1st tardy:

Warning


2nd tardy

15 minute detention with teacher next day before school


3rd tardy

30 minute detention with teacher next day before school


4th + tardies

Office referral

Makeup Policy:
It is the student’s responsibility to contact the teacher to request missing assignments. Students are allowed the same length of time to complete the assignments as the length of the absence. In the case of planned absences, all work/tests must be turned in prior to your departure, or they will be considered late.  I will not remind you of missing assignments, nor will I seek you out to make up tests, quizzes or labs. YOUR GRADE is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.
Tests: All tests must be made-up starting at 7:30 the Tuesday or Thursday morning after returning to school, which ever day is first. The only exception to this is if the student is absent for more than the day of the test. Then the student will have the length of time of the absence, no longer! If a test is not made up within the time specified by the teacher, the student will receive a zero on the test. All test make-ups will be all essay.
Quizzes: One should be prepared for quizzes at any time. Almost all are pop quizzes. Make-ups for quizzes follow the same guidelines as listed for tests.  However, no make-ups will be allowed once graded quizzes have been redistributed. 

Labs: One should try to attend school on all lab days.  All labs must be made up according to the test schedule above and the student must make arrangements with the teacher upon his/her return. As lad supplies are limited and occasionally perishable any lab not made up within a week will receive a zero!  
Homework Policy:
Homework will be assigned regularly to assist students in understanding scientific processes. Some will be graded as all or nothing assignments. NO CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN FOR LATE HOMEWORK!  As stated previously, students are allowed the same length of time to complete the assignments as the length of the absence.
Recovery:

 1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative 


      grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the 


      student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements 


      including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery 


      opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for



      recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be 


      directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to 


      the end of the semester.

2. As this is an honor’s class, it may require the movement of the student to regular 
      level biology.
Academic Honesty Policy:
Students are expected to recognize and uphold standards of intellectual and academic integrity. Every RHS student is honor bound to refrain from unethical conduct related to his/her academic work such as lying, cheating, stealing,…plagiarism. I expect as a basic and minimum standard of conduct in all academic matters that students be honest and that they submit only the products of their own efforts. If violations of appropriate conduct occur, reports on official record will be noted and consequences will be rendered according to the student handbook. The academic honesty pledge will be required on all major graded assignments.
Grading scale:
90-100

A

80-89 B

70-79 C

0-69 F

Grade determination:
Tests/ Performance Assessments
40%






Homework/ In Class Assignments
10%






Labs/ Quizzes



25%






Literature Review / Exp. Design
  5%

 




*Final Exam



20%

                                                *Final is cumulative each semester, and 2nd semester the EOCT is the final.
Course Outline:
Unit #0 – Introduction to Science


Unit #1 - Ecology
Unit #2 - Cell 
Unit #3 - Genetics 
Unit #4 - Evolution 
Unit #5 - Diversity of Organisms 

Tentative Timeframe:

Topic





Chapter


Time

1st semester

Introduction to Biology


      1



2 weeks

Science Research Paper


      Handout


7 weeks

Ecology I




      13, 14


2 weeks

Ecology II




      15, 16


3 weeks

Biochemistry




      2



3 weeks

Cytology




      3



2.5 weeks

Bioenergetics




      4



2.5 weeks

Mendelian Genetics



      5-7 


3 weeks

2nd semester

Experimental Design Paper


      Handout


ongoing

Molecular Genetics



      8-9 


3 weeks

Organic Variation/Taxonomy


     10-12, 17

      
3 weeks

         

Microbiology, Fungi



     18, 19
     

2 weeks

                                          

Animals (non-human)



     23-27
     

5 weeks

          

Plants





     20-22
  

2 weeks

          

Animals (human)



     28-34


3 weeks

        

Class Rules:




· Be respectful to others, 
· Follow all policies, procedures in the student handbook for RHS

· No food or drink other than water will be allowed

· Please raise your hand to leave your seat or speak

· Come prepared for class with supplies; notebook, pen, pencil, and calculator (NO GAMES)
· Other electronic devices, including the I-pod touch, are not permitted without instructor approval
· Restroom passes are given after the first five minutes of class and NOT during important class procedures

· Follow all lab and safety rules

· Only the teacher dismisses the class
· Use only pens with blue and black ink on assignments

· Graphing calculators will not be allowed to be used on tests
Please sign below and return to teacher by 8/15/12
Printed Name: 
_____________________________________

I have read the above Honors Biology syllabus for the 2012
-13 school year and am aware of the course and teacher’s expectations.

Student signature: 
______________________________________

Student e-mail:          
______________________________________

Parent signature: 
______________________________________

Parent e-mail:

______________________________________

Period:


______________________________________

Date:


______________________________________

Please list any health or medical concerns of which the teacher should be aware, or could lead to excessive absence:

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

